Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 CAIRO 20098 301627Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO NEAE-00 SS-15 NSCE-00 PA-01 ICAE-00 
CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 INRE-00 SSO-OO /037 W 

021468 301629Z/43 

O 301620Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3272 
INFO AMCONSUL ALEXANDRIA 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CAIRO 20098 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: SOPNEG 

SUBJECT: SADAT REFUSES INTERVIEWS TO U.S. NETWORK 
CORRESPONDENTS 

1 . DEPARTMENT MAY ALREADY BE AWARE THAT NBC, ABC AND 
CBS HAD PROPOSED SENDING WALTERS, CHANCELLOR AND 
CRONKITE TO CAIRO IN ORDER TO ACCOMPANY SADAT ON HIS 
FLIGHT TO WASHINGTON FOR CAMP DAVID TALKS. NEWSWEEK'S 
BILL SCHMIDT TOLD POLCOUNS THAT SADAT AGREED, ON CON, 
DITION THAT NO INTERVIEWS BE GIVEN. NETWORKS EVIDENTLY 
SAW NO POINT TO THE EXERCISE WITH THIS RESTRICTION, AND 
DROPPED THE IDEA. 

2. THE ONLY AMERICAN CORRESPONDENTS WHO ARE EXPECTED 
TO FLY WITH SADAT ARE SCHMIDT AND WILTON WYNN OF TIME. 
THEY TELL US THEY EXPECT A MUCH BETTER STORY ON THE 
RETURN TRIP THAN ON THE WAY OUT. 

3. COMMENT: SADAT'S REFUSAL TO GRANT INTERVIEWS 
TO THE THREE MAJOR U.S. NETWORKS DEMONSTRATES HOW 
SERIOUSLY HE TAKES THE OBLIGATION TO PROMOTE AN ATMOS- 
PHERE CONDUCIVE TO FRUITFUL NEGOTIATIONS. MATTHEWS 
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